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Grace and peace! 

Once again, I continue to be amazed by our church 
family and for the desire you all have to reach our          
community with the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Our Christmas 
at the Convention Center service was another huge success 
and you all did a wonderful job in setting up, disassembling, 
and making people feel welcome before, during, and after 
the service.  I’m thankful for all of you who signed up to 
help, for all of you who helped prepare in advance, and for 
all of you who came.  Thank you!  Our goal is to use this 
service as a gift to our community; a tool to reach outside 
of our church walls with the gospel of Jesus Christ. The    
number in attendance this year was 317; we average about 
250 each Sunday.  Praise the Lord! 

2019 is rapidly approaching, and a new year is    
always a good time to set new goals.  God has called us to 
grow in our faith and to become more like Christ as we  
continue to follow Him.  Here are some goal suggestions 
that you might consider as you seek to grow in your faith 
this year: 

1. Read your Bible every day.  The Bible is the living 
Word of God; it is inspired by God, it is God’s    
guaranteed way of speaking to us today, and     
reading it will change your life for the better.  The 
church office will continue to provide Bible-in-a-
Year readings in our weekly bulletins, but however 
you choose to read God’s Word, make it your goal 
to read it every day. 

2. Pray every day.  When we have a personal          
relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ, 
we literally have the ability to speak to God and to 
have Him speak to us.  What a blessing!  But far too 
often we take this gift for granted, failing to pray 
and then finding ourselves wishing we were closer 
to God.  Break that trend this year by taking the 
time to pray every day.  If you currently don’t pray 
at all, make it your goal to start praying for one  
minute every morning and every night.  A good  
resource, if you struggle in your prayer life, is the 
book “A Praying Life” by Paul E. Miller. 

3. Make disciples.  We are all called to make disciples 
– to share the gospel of Jesus with others that they 
might turn from their sins and believe in Jesus 
Christ.  To not make disciples is to be disobedient 
to God, and disobedience pulls us away from the 
Lord, but very often we struggle with                    
disciple-making.  Whether we’re intimidated or just 
don’t know what to say, we often abstain from 
making disciples.  So here are some easy ways that 
you can work to make disciples this year: 

a.  Rehearse the gospel every morning: Jesus 
was crucified for our sins, Jesus rose from 
the dead, and Jesus is Lord.  If a person will 
turn from their sins and believe on Jesus 
Christ, they will be saved. 

b. Share your testimony once a month.  God 
can use your story of what Jesus has done 
in your life.  Make it your goal to share your 

Hey Church! 
 
Happy New Year! I am so excited to see what God has in 
store for us this year as a church! For me personally, 2018 
was a great year. It would take longer than I have in this 
column to list every blessing God gave last year. I am so 
looking forward to 2019 to see what God does through our 
church.  He has blessed us so much through the last year 
and I firmly believe He has so much more in store for us 
this year.  
 
There are some things within our music ministry that I am 
excited to share with you. The first thing is about our     
rehearsal times. In the new year, we will be switching our 
rehearsal times around from Wednesday nights to Sunday 
afternoons. It is my hope that by switching this time 
around, there will be greater opportunity for more people 
to be involved. So starting on January 6th, we will be 
meeting on Sunday afternoons at 4:30pm in the choir 
room. If you have an interest in joining choir, we’d love to 
have you there.  
 
Another thing that I’m excited for is the introduction of 
some new worship songs for us to learn together. I so   
cherish the hymns that God has given us to sing but also 
believe that we’ve not exhausted all the lyrics that can be 
sung in worship. I’ll be using a resource called Spotify to 
make the music available to listen to early but can’t wait to 
share in this movement with you! 
 
As always it’s a joy and honor to serve you here at First 
Baptist Church. Our family loves you and are so thankful 
for God bringing us here! Here’s to a great new year! 
 
In Christ, 
Sam 

    NOTES 

b. Share your testimony once a month.  God 
can use your story of what Jesus has done 
in your life.  Make it your goal to share 
your story twelve times this year. 

c. Invite someone to church every week.  We 
can all invite people.  And when people 
come to our church, they will hear the   
gospel.  Don’t let seven whole days go by 
without inviting at least one person to 
come to church with you.  Offer to meet 
them or pick them up, and tell them you’ll 
take them to lunch afterward. 

I love you all and I am thankful to serve as your 
Pastor, thank you all for such a wonderful privilege! May 
God bless you and may the Lord be with us in 2019 and 
until He comes again! 

In Christ, 
Pastor Chase 



 

We will all hear these words over the next few weeks 
but that doesn’t make them any less true, “where did 
2018 go?” Another year has come and gone. It is good 
to look back at the previous year to see the many    
experiences, good and bad, we have faced. We must       
believe they are stepping stones in our lives that help 
us grow. Certainly, it is important for us to learn from 
our past and to incorporate the wisdom we have     
obtained to help us in the future. No matter the       
situation, the Lord is with us. He will lead and guide us 
as we seek Him. 

 

Although it is difficult to leave for Guatemala right   
before Christmas each year, it does my soul good to 
experience God through serving the people there so 
close to the beginning of a new year.  A theme 
emerged from my very first trip there which held true 
during our recent visit. Even though many there have 
very little in comparison to what we have, they are  
extremely grateful to God for what they do have and 
realize He is the source of all blessings. When building 
a new home (metal siding, one room with a dirt floor), 
the grandmother who we built it for led us in prayer. 
Her first words were thanks to God for all that He has  
done for her. I remember some Spanish from my high 
school days and picked up on her use of “todos”, 
meaning all. She had a dirt floor, no furniture other 
than a bed and some stackable plastic shelves, no TV, 
no bathroom. I could only think of all she didn’t have 
and she gave thanks for “todos”. She was content in 
the abundance God provided for her. 

 

Before setting any goals or resolutions, spend some 
quiet time with the Father thanking him for what He 
has done. Thank Him for who He is, who you are, and 
acknowledge that He is more than enough. Regardless 
of your state: in debt, family health issues,                 
unemployed… God is enough for you. Perhaps a good 
practice for the start of this New Year is simply         
deciding to be content. 

 

Some events on the youth calendar coming up:       
WinterJam Jan 17; Paoli Peaks Ski trip Jan 21; MFuge 
Camp $60 deposit due by Jan 27. 

 

In Christ, 
Kevin 
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12 
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15 
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16 
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18 
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19 
Shane Fogle 
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David Richey 
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23 
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24 
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25 
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29 
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31 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

 

 

Offices Closed 

2  

Family Church  
Movie Night               6:00 
 

3 4 5 

6  
Bible Study                  9:45 
Morning Worship    11:00 
Children’s Church    11:00 
Lord’s Supper           11:00 
Choir Rehearsal         4:30 
Deacons’ Meeting     5:00 
Children’s Ministry    6:00 
Adult Bible Study       6:00 

7 

              

8 

Fresh  Start           7:15 

 

McKinley Lofland    
Mission Group   10:00 
 
Council Meeting  5:30 

9 

RA’s, GA’s, Youth  & 
Mission Friends         6:00 
Business Meeting      6:00 
  

10 11 12 

13 

Bible Study                  9:45 
Morning Worship    11:00 
Children's Church    11:00 
Care Night               4-6:00 

14 

Children’s Choir  2:30             

15 

Fresh  Start           7:15 

16  
RA’s, GA’s, Youth  & 
Mission Friends         6:00 
Bible Study                 6:00 
  

17 

Youth-WinterJam 

Concert  

18 19 

20  

Bible Study                  9:45 

Morning Worship    11:00 
Children's Church    11:00 
Choir Rehearsal          4:30 
Children’s Ministry    6:00 
Adult Bible Study       6:00 

21 

 Youth 

Paoli Peaks  

 
No School 

MLK Jr. Day 

22 

Fresh  Start           7:15 

23 

RA’s, GA’s, Youth  & 
Mission Friends         6:00 
Bible Study                 6:00 
  

24 25 26 

27 Bible Study            9:45 

Morning Worship    11:00 
No Children's Church    
Choir Rehearsal          4:30       
Children’s Ministry    6:00 
Adult Bible Study       6:00 

Rev. Sam’s 1st  

Anniversary 

28 

Children’s Choir  2:30             

29 

Fresh  Start           7:15 

30 

RA’s, GA’s, Youth  & 
Mission Friends         6:00 
Bible Study                 6:00 
  

31   

 


